I

.
¥

e
ABOUT THE STORY

Shontilo) Merchant hanls from

a long line of gurus of Indion

clussical dunce. As his uncestors

erented dunees to be performed in front

f Kings 10 the courts of Rojosthon, so he
erented dunees for Mumbar's magniheent
film mdustry, Bollvwood. Shantilal was
the g"\h ather of Hollywood hims of
vesterday, whereas Avesha Merchant, his
grunddanghter, 15 the reigning queen of
Bollywood films todoy. Although they
are farmly, their styles of dance could not
be further apart

Shantila! believes that films should
change peoples lives. Avesha believes
fitms should make people escape. Reahity
or funtasy- therem les ther conthet
When the story begins, Shontlal 15 fmr
awav mn his ancestral home of | 1sthom
Avesho 1s in Bollvwood, the most wanted
star of the mdustry, She has the Midos
touch, A tilm s not a hut without her

[hey call her “Prmcess of Romance™
Her current movie 15 a Hollywood
version of “Romeo ond Juliet” She s
gaving 1t the full Bollywood makeover
love ducts on the Swiss Alps, donces n

deserts, temples, fountmns and fabulous

glittening costumes. Durng the filming

of “Romeo ond Juliet”, she receives news

that her grandfnther 1s dying. She
revisits her childhood memones,
learming donce under fus stnict
supervision and watchung him at
work during the golden era of Bollvwood
cinemy. Shantilal was known as the
“Kimng of the dunce.™ Avesha’s teenn
rebellion agamst her clussieal trmning,
in favour of modern westen pop music,
was the seed of their feud. The damuoge
scems nreparable
Jaya, the wise old dresser, has worked
in the studios of both grandtather and
grunddoughter. She advises Ay esha that
fus spinit will not find peace if there are
unsettled mutters of the heart. Now the
Princess must make pesce with the dving
King Ayesha resolves to visit Shantilol
Her journey tukes her to the heart of
India - the deserts of Rojasthan and into
the arms of her chuldhood sweetheart
Karan. In the folk testivals of the
Rajasthan desert, she s overwhelmed by
the poundmg rhythms of the drums, and
the power of her uge- amily tradation
Her gramdfather, on s deathbed. urges
her to open her eves, to ereate cinema 1o
connevt with humuonity. All he dreams
of 15 to dance agam. As she wanders
the streets of Mumbat in the days

after Shantilal's death, she notices the



