Belly Dance Booming in Asia: Part one

Ousts Dimee Center had something to
contribute to this project. | thinks Ah
Lok, disoovered what the belly-dancing
world was about alter be nnd his crew
attended our annual Xmans party! Ousis
become the networking home hase 1o
citst our teachers Pasha, Jonaki, Emmy,
Elame and Brandy conneet with costume
designs by T & T Enterpnises and also
beeome the trammng ground for the mom
actresses and dmeers. |he tromng
started m December 2005 We imished
the last scene by the 1st of March

2006 As the consultant, advisor und
choreogrupher, | con speak for the
duncers and mysell and tell vou that all
of this was a Inbor of fove For our art
form

I'he movie premiered m Nov 2006 and 15
appeanng m Fibm Festivals

worldwide [t s in Cantonese with
English subtitles
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About Mey Jen Tillyer
Bom m Toronto, Canade, Mey Jen
Lillver (Fowzea Faddah ) 1s o specanlist
in the many aspects of Middle Eostern,
Onental and folklorie dmee cultures
She s a tull-time dance teacher i Hong

Kong, experienced m coaching begimners

through to professional performers and
teachers \Ec 15 an nchve performer

und choreogrupher  She has conducted
Middle Eastern Dance olasses at the
Hong Kong Academy for the Performing
Arts for the past 15 years. Sinee her

first 1‘(‘”_\ donce lesson, 30 veurs ngo. m
between schoolmg, working and raising
a fumily, she has been oble to travel

and study with many great artists and
teachers in the art of belly donemg. In
2003, she started the Oasis Dance Center
Hong Kong's first ind foremost studio
tor belly danetng. She was the consaltunt
und choreographer for HK movie project
‘My Mother 1 a Belly Daneer”™ which
premiered Nov 2006, Over the past year,
shie has traveled to Tatwan, Singapore
and Korea to judge for Glabal Asim
belly dmee competitions This veur

she will be one of the oversens guest
performers tor the International Belly
dmnee Conference mn Toronto
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Belly dance in Singapore
by 3JA Gurl, Singapore

With Arab roots m Singapore dating
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back more than o hundred years, 1t 15
not possible Lo determime with certoanty
when belly doneing found ils way to our
lovely Garden City. 115 definite that the
Arab migrunt women-folk brought with
them, as part of therr cultural heritage,
tharr danee, i its mynad stvles. Whether
it was termed Rags Sharg or Belly
Duneing. or perhaps Onental Dance then
15 debatable, what 15 certoan 1s that thes
art Form was proctised, perhaps wathin
closed confines and shored with close
female km and friends

11 1s rumoured that Sarma CGamnl

onoe graeed Smgapore with a povate
performunee as part of the wedding
festivities of a personage of the Amah
commumty, However, o lock of
evidentiary documertation dictates that
thas remums o rumour What 15 more
relevant s that 1t suggests that Rags
Sharq was m favour os Far back ns the
1950s

[oday Belly Dancing, us it is more
commonly known in Singapore, 15

an aceepted nrt und exercise form
Structured courses, in many Havours

and textures (o st different palates, ure
reachly avmlable at danece schools and
studios

Exervise-wise, choioes include Belly
Blitzoe by Amore and Shurmmy Fit

by Belly Domce Dhscovery Danoe
enthusiasts can choose from a wide
runge thut moludes Classical Egyptian
[urkish, Folklorie and Fusion m its many
vanations

Add on warkshops by visiting master
teachers and dinee festivals, the avmloble
options cun be mund-bogaling especially



